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of Midnapore and Purniah, were driven to rebellion.
At the same time Shujah Dowlah, the Nawab of Oude,
threatened to invade Behar. The territory of this
prince stretched from the Jumna to the mountains of
Nepal, and from the borders of Behar to the neighbour-
hood of Delhi. His resources were great: the French
with M. Law were in his pay ; and he was supposed to
have made Earn Narain his friend. Meer Jaffier, unable
to crush the rebellion or resist the invasion, appealed
to Olive for assistance, and his appeal was not made in
vain. Clive marched on November 19th, and on December
3rd reached Hajmahal. The general debauchery that
followed the distribution of the Plassey prize-money had
reduced his force to five hundred and fifty Europeans and
fifteen hundred sepoys; but his insight into the cause of
the disorders was so clear and statesmanlike that he had
no misgivings as to the result. His policy was to uphold
Meer Jaffier, and, at the same time, prevent him from
crushing the Hindu grandees. It was completely suc-
cessful- He suppressed the rebellion by guaranteeing
the safety of the Hindus, and reconciling them to Meer
Jaffier; and the threat of invasion came to nothing.
Whilst helping Meer Jaffier in his difficulties, Clive was
not unmindful of the interests of the Company. He
obtained money for the expenses of the army, and a
monopoly of the salt trade; and he insisted that the
revenue of certain districts near Calcutta should be
assigned to the English in payment of their claims.
Meer Jaffier^ when he plotted with Clive to supplant
his master, had not calculated upon being a mere cypher
in the hands of the English. He had hoped to direct
and command, and his mortification was great when he
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